
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 112 981 JC 750 532

AUTHOR Ebersole, Jay F.
TITLE The Part-Time Student: Harrisburg Area Community,

College. '\
\

N
.

PUB DATE 11 Jul 75 . . .

NOTE 53p.; Ed.D. Prcticum, Nova University; Not available
. in hard copy. die to marginal legibility of original

document !

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.76 Plus Postage. HC Not Available from EDRS.
DESCRIPTORS Adult Students; Age Groups; Day Students; *Enrollment

Trends; Evening -Students; Females; *Junior Colleges;
Males; *Part Time Students; *Student Characteristics;
*Student Needs

IDENTIFIERS Harrisburg Area Community College

ABSTRACT
In order to study.part-time student data, every

part-time student officially enrolled for the sprig term, 1975, at
Harrisburg Area Community College (HACC) in Pennsylvania was
identified through college computer4,ed records. Meanwhile, a
comparison of enrpllment trends was made from officially.,audited
enrollment stati4tics boveringthe period 1970-75. This comparison
depicted total 'enrollments, full-time and part-time equated students,
and full-time and part-time enrollments. In addition, a hand count of
the first 50 percent alphabetical, sample of individual part-time
-student registrations was made to determine the ratio§ of daytime to
nighttime students, and male to,female daytime part-timers. The
Nominal Group Process was applied to ad evening Education 101 class
of part-time students to determine what problems such students .

experience at HACC. The part-time student enrollment at HACC has
increased fro 33 percent to 50 percent during the past five years. A
survey of th related literature indicates that this trend ig
nationwide. lthough the literature stereotypes the part-time student.
as an evening adult student, a number of young daytime btudents
are enrolled part-time at HACC. author recommends that programs
be developed to accommodate contemporary part-time student needs.
(NHM)

******************************************e.****************************
Documents acquired by ERI -include many ihformal unpublished , *

* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
* to obtain the best copy available. Neverthelessy itemg of marginal *

* reprodudibility are often encountered and this affects the quality *

* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *

* via the ERIC Documeht Reproduction Service (EARS). EDRS is not
* responsible fdr the quality of the original' document. Reproductions *
* sumplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
***********************************************************44***1******



fi
CNIri

UJ

a

PART-T31.15 "20'M%
.

HAJ 1SBUry AREA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

V S OERtmE NT OF MELTM
EDUCTION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCTION
REPRO

EO X.0 RE CE ,vE0 ROM

.< PE k'CN OR uR(...N,ZAION OR,G,N
N; P^ Ni OR OPINIONS

N.-DT ,F_Acot.v REPRE
N0, r %. OVAL In.1i1uTE

R';' Oh (Jk POI IC
A ,

by

Jay F. Ebersole

1. A

Harrisburg Area Community Collej,e

I

A Practicum Presented to No Miversity
inTartial Fulfillment of the fl quirerents for the

Degree of Doctor of FUcation

0

.7

Nova Uni errdty

T.



7

ADSTMOT

ti
,

The part-We student enrollment-at Harrisburg Area Community College

has increased from 335 to 505 of the student body during the4past five

years. This study traces that deve/opnt an e,cribes the profile of

the part-time student. Related, iterature describes part -tine students

as adult vening student, but a'large number: 6,r youth and day-time

students r' found among ..1-1e part-tWxs at Harrisburg Area Community

College. The Nominal Group Process isused to determine personal attic
tudes toward prebletris faced by a satple group of part-time students.

The practicurn proposes a Najor P searofiFroject as an expansion of this

preliminary'inquir3.7 to includ not only comparative enrollment data,

but also a study of part-t student attitudes and needs, and finally

a Student Development Program responfte to the need's of the new part-

tiro* student rajg,ty a Harrist,Tg Area Community College.
, .

,A discrep ancy b,tween the computized munt c5f part-time students

/id the Business Ifice.official audit was discoyared by this author 4

throu bf the data collected Tor this study. The investi-

gation and reconcili ation Z)f this; error may.lead to an inpor Gant Correc-

bion.of official institutional records grid corresponding F.T.E. reimhufsemont.
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INTRODUCT1ON

"Each college should accumulate 1 body of '

facts about its own stuAnt body which
will serve as a'g-uideline for educational*/

policies and procedures." (Medsker, 1960, p.5)

Harrisburg Area Co.. ,lunity C011eg has published a series of fourteen

Research Reports and five Monographs during the first decade of its exis-

tence., 1964-1974. Ten of these documents report on a variety of facts

dealing with student characteristics, needs,, and services. None of these

reports deals specifically and completely with the profile of the part-

Vine student.'

Meanwhile, the number of part-time students has been increasing to

an all-time high during this academic year, 1974-1975. The customary CO

f1111-time and 40% part-time ratio haA shifted to an ev,en distribution in

which for the first time this year there have been enrolled actually more

part-tine studentstbanfull-tiine.Imthe cOrrent Spring Term (January

to May, 1975), of 'the 4052 students enrolled; 2053 are part-time and 1999

are full-time.

Dr. James A. om, Jr., Acting Presiden of Harrisburg Area Conity

College, has requested a study of the part-tine student. We know by per-
.

sonapbservation and from Admissions Office int.c.pviews pat the co:I:loge

is e)-Ir011inG fewer immediate high school graduates such as have formerly

bee the core bf"full-tim students, and we are enrolling mere adult

. students who cow. to collCge.on a part.;tilre schedule. Our. recruiting

IHarrisburg'Area Conriunity College Researeh RiTorts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10,
Monograph 5.

$ .
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efforts in the past hive traditionally been directed to students through

the high school giddance couhselk\but' now we heed to increase direct

corm unity contacts with the potentialpart-time'students. Our adult

student research report (#6) and the semester surveys (Appendix 1) of
,

evening and woM,,-end students inform us partially about part-tin2 students.
41..

However, we have not specifically studied the part -time student who, by

definition, is'that student registered in a given semester'-.for less than

twelve acadordc credit hours. This practicum has studied'the part-time

student enrolled at Harrisburg Area Comunity Col.ege duving the Spring

Term, January to Kay, 1975.
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BACKGROUND .AND SIGNIFICANCE

I
A. The Literature

Community college literature pas long called for increased research

activity into the statistics, chara4evistics, and needs. of students.

Nrnolds suggested in 956 that d more thorough study of junior college

students was "obviously needed." (p.2) Cross (1968) wrote that much

greater emphasis needed to be placed on research "at the local level,"

where the student bodies of the individual college needed to be studied.

(p.52) Bruker and Taliana (1970) in a study of part-time students con -

eluded that da review of available literature reveals that there is a

lack of definitive knowledge concerning part-time studLts." (p.31) .

They called not only for .studieS of data about .the compoSition of part.,-,

time undergrduatc student population, but also for the developinent of

instruments which would givelltudonts the opportunity to expreSs how they

viewed various college services and how they viewed theniselves within the',

institution. This practicum is a rccporse to this theme in the, literature.

It is a study of the part7tire community coli!bge students at a prticular

local institution.

The Fact Pook on Illrher Education (1974). cites the, trend toward

i ncreased num4pcs of part-time students in higher education across the

.spdil 1966-1973, particularly in public institutions. (pp.74.26, 74.24

I'M 1966, 69% of the students were'full-tame and 31% were part:-time.

1

In 1973, 655 of the students were, full-tine, and part-time students

had increased to 355. In public institutions, the number .of full-time

student.s decreased by 65 and part-time students increased by 6%, while'



,in Private instUutions,-the number of full==time students ncreased,

by 114 and part-time students decreased by 1 %'over the 1966-1973 period..

The ACE study (1974) of Community.colle6e enrollments noted a trend

from1965 to 1971 when the kill:a:Me students decreaScd from 52.11% to

51.6%, and part-time students increased from 47.6% to 48.40437)'

41e
'

By 1972, part-til-&:§tudent enrollments reached one-half'.Of all students

enrokled i post-secondnry edUcation, and enrollments Qf cchlegiate

pa1t4ine students were increasing more rapidly in the two-year college.

Parker's study (1973) of two-year college enrollments in 1972-1973

showed that full-time students totalled 49% of enrollments, and,par-

time students accounted f'dr'51%. The, part -tin' student enrollment'

represented a 12.9% increase over 1971-1972 figures. Parker observed

. that the increase in part-time student enrollment probably reflects

net only the changed pattern of student enrollments, but also "the

flexibility and initiative in'the two7yearcolleges.to'meet changing

needs and demands, particularly in such areas as minority affirmative

action, adult and continuing education, ;and other non-traditional eduCa-*

tiob modes."/(p.460)

Nedsker (1960), in discussing the junior college student, .noted that

the conununity col le student was advancing in age level not only with

the entrance of World War II and Korean veterans into higher education,

\ but continuinglysinoNhe late 1950's h a 47% increase in ,students

aged 25-34: The' adult* student As especially attracted to the community

colleges "where men and wolen with work and family respdnsibild.ties.can

attend college in the home conmunity without disrupting,their-personal

ti



lias." (p.44) In 1975, Maeroff wrote in the Sunday New York Times.that

the percentage of adult students beyond the normal 18-22 age group is

now the fastest growing segment 'in higher education, making up 48% of

total enrollments. This theme is eqhoed by Hood (1975) who wrote in a.

Journal of Collere Student Personnel editorial that the numbelr of youth

who will go to college at age '18 will remain constant in the 1970's and

will decline rapidly in the 1980's and early 1990's. This change "will

directly affect the roles of nany student personhel workers," as

increased numbers of part-time students, non-high school .graduates,

low cost tuition ecRnow-minded, adult students will enroll. Harcleroad

and Armstrong (19724), in an ACT study of the rate of degree credit enroll-

Ment in relation to thp college-age population (18-21 years of age), show

a trend from 1960 to 1985 which revcalS a, changed ratio from 52.96to

117%95% by 1985. Such a pnedictiot would indicate that if college-age

student enrollments are static, even declining,adult student enroll-

ments appart-Atly, are n,ushroomlnii 'The scale is interesting (p.6, Table 1.1):

1960 - 52.96, 1975 .98:215, 1976 - 109.97%, 1985 - 117.95%, _A study of

United States Census statistics on American Youth in 1974, olted by the

Chronicle of 111&-,r Education, predicts an "Enrollment Slow-down" in the

next decade as the college-:age (18-21) enrollm-.:nt, drops Prom nearly 16.9

to 14.388 millidn, and the adult student (22 and over) population grows

from 11.1 I*12.4 million.

A Mohawk Valley (New York) Corm:unity College study (l 969) regarded

part-time students as adult students whi are notin school full tiro,

T

who carry less than a full course load, and who are gainfUlly,employed.

z-)



This study found the following distribution among its adult part-time

st s :

Years of age: under' 20 - 15.5%

21 to 24 - 25.1%

25 to 29 - 19.2%

30 to 39 - 22.5%

40 to 49 12.8%

,over 50 t- 4.6%

Alfred studied the student characteristics of th Kansas City

(Missouri) Junior College District in 1973-1974 and found that 265 of

the part-tire students were under 20 years of age, 29% were 21-25,

19.2% were 26-30, and 25.7% were 31 years of age and older. 45% of

the part-time students were female; 55% were male. 54% of all male

students were part-time; 58% of all female students were part-time.

6% of the total student population (n = 10,879) was part-time.

Glaezer (1975) ajtes a 12%'increase in community college enrollments

between Fall 1973 and Fall 1974, and comments that'"part-time students

are coming .in steadily increasing numbers with the increase in women

.students particularly notable." He notes a 22% increase in women part-

time students in'eontrasting 1974.with1973. Parker's study of 1972-1973

found 47% of the part-tilme students were women and 53% were men.

Li (1971) studied part-time 'evening undergr'aduate students at City

College of New York and found 15% were unemiSioyed'w-ith half seeking work, .

and the other half retired, or housewUes, or artist-types. Of the 85%

employed half were worldng in the field' of tReir'studies with 75% of



these intending to stay in their job after -usduation, and 50% pf these

working in technical jobs with an Income of $1140 per week. Of those not

workil in the field of their studies, 85% were dissatisfied, and most

would enter a job igotheir field of study even if it meant a salary it

ost' of these presently had clerk-typo jobs with a weekly salary of $110..

(pp.71 73)

Morton (19G1), in an early discussion pf the "new student" in the

junior college, contrasts stereotypically the full-time and part-time

students. The junior-college student is really "just a .high school

alunnus" who lives at hbme and is tied to family and community pressure:-

(p.1135) The night student is likewise tied not only to home and family

ressures as well as atitles, but also to job responsibilities to 'which

studies must be..invediately usef\)1.

'11-.uker and Ta liana (1970) studied part-t-' 1Its2 students on the Edwards-

Yila.e caipus of Southern Illinois University and found that "he" was
)

. ;

slight.] -y more than 29 years old, serious in ptd
t
pose, interested in a,

busincc,s,or professional nnjor, coni-rnited an avc.aage round' trip of t eilty

milps for evening classes, and was fully employed with part o s" fees

paid by }'#1 .s" employer. "He" maintained a constant level of, attendan,:e
I.

throttg,hout tho year,. including surrorr sessions. (p.31) It is riot clear

17;oin this study whether feinale parPt-time. student characteristic: nay 1)4

distinctive. Iklohnell (1973) makes a more glaring sexist distinction

between male and female adult part-tir comanuraty college students.

Part-time women are mothers whose cl ldren are "successftilly"
1

which is the women's' first career: On the t'Allet hand, inen work



and study part-tiff, seeking to change occupations, upgrade levels of

responsibility and income, 'and update job skills. Ho does notecknowledge

th4t women can share these same adult student incentives based on current

employment. Men study, he says, for intellectual stimulation ami to 1e-

discover the rewards of liberal education. He does not allow that these

are adult need's rather than just male needs. He does not account for` the

working woman as a cons inity college constituent, but reports women as

only those mothers wishing to re-enter the labor market once the children

reach school age., (p.134) Significantly, Betty Shoulders as early as

1968 studied women in public junior colleges of Missouri and found that

a large number of women Were employed full-time whilq taking advantage

of the opportunity to Continue. their educatibn at a public junior college.

She found a large r!pber of "self-supporting young single women" were

part-time students at those institutions. (p.10)

Godfrey andHolmstrom (1970) report. the median age of part-time

student in con :nullity colleges and vocational-technical centers was

27 years (p.70),contrasted with he median age of 20 years for full-time

students as reported by Bus Medsker's early report (1:960)

. ,

'fbund that adult students in 'th;,,, junior college were younger than adult,

students in extension centers and high school adult education courses.

30% were less than` 26. year,and.9.c% were over 45 years in the junior %

,colleges.

The ACE study, Tinanoing Part-Time Students, (1974) nakes*the con-.

tempordry45oint that arr students in pdst-secondary institutions are
."

adult students with p.OUlt're'sponsilpitJos. "th in terms a their role
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irisociety and in the academic environment. (p.1) This' description for

the current decade when maturity is legally affirmed at age 18 is a

correction Of the old distinction between high school Graduate yoUh and

college-graduate adults or non-high-school graduate aLlt-types .owr 21

.years of age.

,further, the ACE report records that while 75.7% of the part-timeo

students work full - tine, 24.35 of the part-time students are not enlOyed.
Altal-time. This conWpast could suggest that we cannot assume that part-

d'ime students are necessarily night school students who work full-time,

s, but that a significant number of part-time students may be day

-students who work pdrt-time at nights or who may be unemployed.

Lewis (1968) reports on Miami-Dade's week-end college Which attracts

evening students who wish to take a full-time student load, day students

*

who are employed daytime bn week-days and need week-end classes, junior-

high school students with outstanding academic ability who take algetraPI,

and exceptional high school students enrolled in English; mathematics, and

secretarial science courses. The idea of part-time student as imited to

adults is enriched by the redlization that younger pre-college students

can be parttimers. In Volition, Lewis fOUnd that week-end part-timers
.4

included women currently employed as secretarie3, teachers, as well a

women who wepp housevivbs. 60% of the Saturday students were 25 years

of age and older, in contrast to 17% for the regular college population.

Of those, week-enders over age 25, 37% were 40 years and older.

.

Cross (1971) calls to the attention. of the higher education

est\----,)

-A,

lishment" that "millions of 'citizens ar6 creating their own life-
,
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long learning modtls of education, and we may,look forward to the day when

education is.not'something to be'conyaeted before age 25. In the final

analysis, enabling people to learri--however, whenever, whatever they need

or desire to learn--is the aim of\education \" (p.173f)

The ACE study on Financing Part-Time Students (1974) , quoted in The

Chronicle article, also findsRthat higher education institutions. have not

generally been hospitable to the,needs of pert -time students. The study
o'

labpls them outright discriminatory in the attitudes'of academicians and

policy- makers who long have held that

"the failure to pursue and complete a degree program
.1s largely frivolous and wasteful of\academic resources.
According to the critics, part-time students are not.
serious 41 their motivations', are not as competent. as
regular students, and, worst of all, adult education is.
synonymous with flower arranging, French and Chinese.
gourfret oking and other :less academic subjects." (p.31)

Harcleroad and Armstrong, intstudying faculty attitudes toward t-
time students in the Fassachusetts State College system, found 98% of the

faculty felt that part-time students worked full -time and had families

tcisupport. 77% felt that vomen part-time students were mothers and

hou4owlves. 75% felt that part -tom students were college drop-outs.

Knoell (1971) siirecsed the neeefor part-time-student programs

because coma-amity college curricula planers tend to aisarc that that

studgpt norm is the full-time, day -tin sthderit whose enr011ment.is un-

interi-iupted following the prescribed sequence.op courses, However,-pany
, .

deviate from this norm as part-time students who ap not attend college

right after high school, are under-prepared for colige ldvel courses,

and are undecided about goa3s. Schmitt (39751' warns that the 'human
4

e
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potential of adult students is wasted by higher education which dis-

t

criminates against those whose work and family ,responsibilities prcNlt
.

I
them from returning to a specific campus for regularly scheduled day

clasf-es oriented to the young adults of the collegege population.

Empire State College (New York), ServiceMen's Opportunity Collpge, CLEF

exams, external dcgiec programs, night rnd week-end degree program can

conserve the adult student potential for the benefit of society.

, J
The Chronicle article on "Part-Timers" laments discrimination

against part-timers who comprise 57% of,all students in post-secondary

education. They suffer from higher tuition fees through single credit

hour costs while ineligible fc most financial aid resources. zany

federal and state student-aid and institutional-aid programs do not

apply at all to the part-time students. Social Security Survivors'

benefits are unavailable to part-timers. Internal Revenue Service

exempts full -time students; however, part- timers' have to pay, full costs,

use free time4 pay taxes on income, without educational deduction unless

directly work-related: 'The ACE study on Financing Part Time Students

claims 75.7% of part -tine cormunity college Students are working full-time

and financial aid. policy attitude discriminates aGaimt the employed

students who should be able to afford to pay their oWn way. (p.26)

Perinsylvan_ta now bas 'before its legislature House Bill No:405

which proposes to a!.--on3 the 1965 scholarship funding bill which created

The Pennsylvania Hiehcr Education Assistance Agency, '!extending eligi-

-bilrty to students enrolled on at least a part-timo basis" who need

financial assistance for post secondary education.
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In contrast to the discrimination kainst part-timS students empha-

sized-by some authors, other studies point toward positive part-tine

student attitudes: Bruker and Taliana found part-timers who "did not

feel less cared for than full-timers." They accepted the fact -that

lertain functions 'and services are eriented.to full-time and day
.

students. Less than one-third of the part- timers felt that flall-time

day-timers got preferential treatment. (p.V) However, part-tine students

wanted to be eligible for academic awards, to receive and be recognizeci-

'by the student newspaper. Shoulders' study of women found that part-time

students need an orientation program, flekible scheduling to accommodate,

cipriging attendance patterns from one term to the next, more information

but availability of counseling service's to Part-time students, financial

aid for part-time students, and experimentatinn with teaching methods more

) suitable adult learning. (p.11)

In terms of motivation, Shoulders found that of 111 women studonts in

Missouri public junior colleges, the 95 women under 40 years. ofwage en-
, /

rolled because of thc,,alow cost and opportunity to live at home,wiiile

all of the 16 who were.over 40 went back to school for personal satis-I

faction and to update skills.,

The ACE study (1974) found tl -. part-tine students attend school

(1) for personal and family reasons; (a) to .continue ths'ir education

cause of salary incentives, peer group pressure or legal, relicensure,

or professional certification requirements; (3) due to organizational

educational programs designed to achieve orguaational goals; (4) in

4
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federal or state public problem-solving programs such as agricultural

extension, law enforcement training, drug abu se education.

In contrast to the discriminatory attitudes towar d part-time students

emphasized by some authors; the ACE study plus other a uth'or (Cross, 1968;N

Bushnell, 1973;4Chroriicle 1974; Maeroff, 1975) emphasize the serious

commitrent elnd conparable or superior academic achievement by part-tire

-
students.

"The part-tid student appears to have equally or
more serious motivations in terms of subject matter
and occupational motivations fork participation and
drops outNith less frequency; the part-time student
has equal intellectual abilityand, more accrued.
experienc to profit froth exposure to 'academic

learning the part-tim student achieves as well or
better academic performance." (A.C.E., p.38)

Adult students are less content, with mediocre instructors, are more

insistent that their individual learning needs be served effectively, and

seek out "teacher's who know what they are talkinglabogt.4 (Bushnell, p.89)

Older students tend to experience fewer acaderac problems than younger

students because of their experience in the world of work, of their

maturity and responsibilities of hone and family, of. their goingto

a

college becguse they really want tb rather than because of peer or parental

pi'est,ure, and because "they only register for courses they have time to

prepare for and cover adequately." (Maeroff, p.9)

As early as 1960, Medsker's graduate students were measuring scho-

lastic aptitude`and achievement of evenintVadult student* in California .

junior colleges as higher than full -time day studehts and evening high.

school adult education students. (p.149) Cohen. (1971) found that regular

T

L
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d y students differed from night students "at an ',Itsemely high rate of

p gnificance." (p.92) Day tudents had lessconffdence, less stability,

greater concern with self-iefentity and about the present and future; were

more dotic, less creative, and less effective in critical thinking.

Cohen suggested that night Aud\ents were more secure becayz they held

regular-daytime jobs and indicateyi more vocational direCtion. Schultz

and Ulmer (1966) contrasted achievement. between day'and evening students

of different age groups and found tl-t among young Students Under 21

`years of ago) of hi:6er ability there i, s no significant difference be-

tween day and night students. Among even irmg students, those over 21 did

better than those under 21. Older .(oven 21) marginal evening studerits

of lower ability scored higher than marginal day students. Yo4nger day

students of lov.r ability achieved higher scores when they changed to

night courses. Schultz and Ulmer felt/ they had successfully challenged
AL,

an assumption that evening classes wire inferior to day classes by demon;

strating that wben achievement testifg wad applied to both day and evenirr.

students, evening students did as we73 better than day students. (p.39)

In summary, the literature testifies to the increasing number of

.

art -time student enrollments in post - secondary education generally, and

in community colleges in particular. The literature stereotypes the part -- .

time student as an adult, evening student; a middle-aged male who seeks

joband income upgrading or vocational retooling; a housewife-type.mother

whose children are off to school and who.now seeks a second career.

Little attention is given to the career woman, to the young adult part-

timer (aged 18-21), ani,to the part -tirri day students, both male and

4
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female, in the community college. Cross (1968) says we need to know

more, about the background and motivation of the art-time student; we

must gain greater understanding of his problems, "including the con-

Meting demands on the time and energy he (sic) has available for

study." (p.52) Eaeroff (1975) cites prestigious institutions now

adopting programs for part- me student (Colum;oia, NYU, Sarah Lawrence,

Pennsylvania); even Princeton now offers part-time courses which, however,

cannot as yet be applied to a Princeton degree! Stetar. (1974) reminds

the comnunity college of the obligation in its educational mission to

serve the educational mods of all citizens in the community. Bushnell

(1973) fefers to the prediction resulting from a study of the Empire

State College (dew York) that within five years nine times as zany adults

, 4
will be enrolled in non -traditional \uagrx,V, as there are credit -students

1

in more traditional colleges today. "These adults will be enrolled in

learning activities outside the traditional full-time, day-oriented

educational system." '(p.86) "Increased ]eisure,time, flexible course

scheduling, dispersal of course sites to office and home will encourage

the. part-time adult student to go to college while still at work."

Parker challenges and cautions the two-year college An the changing

enro cent scene:

"These splioo S have stressed Good teaching, generally
practicE.,d open admissions, op2rateci art low cost, have

been hiCnly innovative in curricula and connunity
service, have seryed disadvantaged anal minority groups

commendably, and have been spared much of the stulti-.
fying effect of academic bureaucracies that so often
plague baccalaureate carpuses. Now thotirany of them
are becoming rr.-).tltre ins.t ituti ons,, tbey vitt need to be

wary lest they 'lose their versatility pnd fl exii?,11-itSt

1
)

'1
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which have Leen so advantageous. The ossification of
ace is an acl..dcmic health hamrd against which any
institution should be vigilant, and the public two-
year schools arc beginning to arrive at that juncture
in institutional life. The aspects of mission, d..;cribed
above remain on their agenda, and they have a special
opportunity and responsibility to serve students and
society in career education in the renaining 1970's
and the 1930's. Their services will be needed."

B. far risburc Area Co:7uniLyCollere StUdies

In 1969, the Research Office of'HarrisburgArea Community College

issued Research Report No: 1, A\ Profile of Students, authored by

Fred A. Snyder, Director of Institutional Research, and the President,

Clyde E. as s ulted from a questionnaire sent to 2274

sses in April 1969. The questionnairestudents enrolled for on-can

did not go to students enrolled r off-campus classes? whiaiwould include

a large number of part-tine s ed =its. 1047 usable replies here received, ,.

or 46;:, resporK.e. 'The relationship of full-tifte to part-time students as '

represented by both the on:campus student population and th respondents

is a rather close' approximation.

On-Can-pus Students- n = 2274 Fulr-Time 1604 (70.5%) Part-Time (70 (29.':5)

Respondents n = 1024 Ral-Tinn 757 (73.9%) Part-Time 267 (26.15)
No reply n = 23

It is irportnt o reli:cmher that this study did not include those part -time
So.

students enrolled 1n off-campus courses,' which this author estirates to

have been 315 in the Spr;ni.,, Term 1969.

The age distrtbution of the respon?ling students was (Appendix I1)--

1.1 = 1047. '--.,'

Ages 18 to 20
21 to 29

. .30 and older

Ace not available

Total

53.6
32.7
13,2
0.5

'- Male

47.2

.38.6
,,'"13.8

0.11

Female

68.4

19.0 ,-----(---,

11.9 -.

0.6

1

t
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The only specific refei'ences, beyond enrollmenti, to part -Mime
r

students made in this study were the contrast with full-time students

.regarding participation in'student activities and personal recommenda-

tion of-the college. (Appendix III) The study found that responding

part-time students were involved very little with student activities,

regardless of the type of activity, and cited reasons of lack of interest,

lack of tire, and lack of activities of.a nature to be of specific in-

terest and value to part-time students, Only 85 total answers were sub-

mitted by 267.pert-time students who responded to the questionnaire.

That is, the number of answers reflected only 32% response from the

ndMber of part-time students involved. On the other hand, 760 total

ansyers were recorded by the full-time students, reflecting a 100.3%

spon:g6.-(p.11) One concludes that there were a large number,,of part-

time students who, for unknown reasons, did'not respond to the student

activity category. This author offers the conjecture that large numbers

jN
of working part-time students do not have tine for, and large numbers of

5

adult students nay not have social need for, Mor personal interest in ' .

,student activities. More part-time students (243) responded to the impery

as to whether they could recommend the college to others. 94.6% of the

part-timers answered "Yes; 5.3% said "No." Full -time student response

,

was 90,17% "Ps," 9.97% "No." The Snyder-Blocker study observes that the

positive feeling oikiarrisburg Area Cornllunity College students toward the

college would seem to contribute to their learding environTent. (p.20)

This Research Report was sugnarized'in Monograph No. 5, Meeting the

DIEI.ginOeeds of Students: A Profile of Students, prepared for an

r

.1
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accreditation case study conducted in 1970. The need for further study

of the student population was encouraged in order to help the college/t4Ite

identify and meet the needs of current and potential students. SuggeAcd

areas for study Included current and potential student subgroups bf

adblts, special or .part-time students and student needs. (p.29) Snyder

and Blccker conclude in Research Report No. 1, which enphasizedthe full-

tibe student profile of on- campus- matriculants to the exclusion of off-

'campus natriculants who at that time (T969) were exclusively part-timers,

that "certain findings inthis report suggest the need for further study

of spedifio concerns which we treated only briePly in this study." (p.29)
.

4.
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PROCEDURE
°

.The author of this practicum is Deaeof Student Services at Harris,-
-

burg` Area Conurunity College. He has administrative responsibility for

the Offi e of Admissions and Recolds which gathers ,all student data '

stor on the college computer. The author consulted with the Director

of Data:Processing, the Director of Institutional Research, the Director

of Admissions and Records, and the Acting President of the college to

agree on what information was desired concerning the part-time student.

Fourteen descriptors were chosen for study fi;om the current Student

Master File for Spring Term of the academic year 1974-1975, and nine

items were chosen from the Input Information Data on the computer file.

for the respective students. (Appendix IV) For pUrposes of this study,

The part-time student data was sorted by, computer into five-year age

categories. A conputer search was completed to include every part-time

studentofficially enrolled for the Sprfing Term as of the end of the

initial three-wlek withdrawal period, 'February 1, 1975. The legal defini-

tion of part-time student is any registration for less than twelve credit

trends was made from officially

period of academic years1970-
.,.

,hours for a semester.

Meanwhile, a conplerison of enrollment

audited enrollment statistics covering the

197X through 1974-1975. (Appendix lry This comparison depicted, total.

enrollments, full-time equated students (F.T.E.), full-time rollments,

pars; -time enrollments, and part-tine F.T.E.
'

it hand-count of the first 50% alphabetical Sample of individual Oart-

tilre student reg4strations was mad, to determihe the ratio of day-time to

night-time students and the ratio f male to female day-time part-tiwrs.

I

oft A
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-The author applied the Nominal Group Process (van de Ven and Delbcrg,

1972) to an evening Education 101 class of part-time student to deter-

mine, from their experience, what problems part-time students experienced

at Harrisburg Area Community ,,College. (Appendix VI)

This practicum did not study part-time students who enrolled in non-

credit courses through the Community Resources Institute of the college.

It was discovered that such reastration
information and part -Lime student

Input Information are readily available and should be included in any

further study of the partime students at Harrisburg Are- =unity
College. .The author did not,pursue part-time stude -to which might

be available from the other community colleges of Pennsylvania, except

to note a study done for Nova by personnel at Delaware County Comffiunity

College (Craig, Chalich, Heiney, 1975) where it is noted that in theiFall
1

Term 1974 for the firist time the number of part-time and evening students

was greater than the number of full-time day students. That study concen-

trated 'on institutional policies with regard to part-time students.

I j
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RESULTS

The study of enrollment trends for the past five academic years at

g A
Harrisburg Area Community College reveals a dramatic growth in the number,

of part time students. (Appendix V) Student registrations for the academic

year 1970-1971 inclu,led 2517 full-time students (66.7%) and 1253 part-time

students (33.3%). The full -time enrollment peaked in the Fall of 1971 att.(

2768 while part-fine,enrollments climbed to 1453, but the percentage of

total enrollment shifted only slightly to 65.6% and 34.4%. By Fall of

1973, full-time studerlt enrollments had decreased to 2158 (52.5%) and

part-timo enrollments had riisen to 1956 (47.5%). It will be remembered

that Selective Service\ended in June 1973. The point of even distribution

between part-tine and full-time students.was reached in the Sprint Term

(January to May:1974) when 1942 full-time students and,.1899 part -time

students were enrolled. The largest total student enrollment for the

five-year period of comparison was reached in Fall *74 with a head count

of 4315 students,

were part-time.

which only 1965 (45.5%) were full-time and 2350 (r)

The Full -Time Equated (F.T.E.) registration figure has declined frail".

a high of 3441 in 11,11, 1971 to,a low of 2810 for the Spring Tenn -of 1973-

1974 academic year when the 50-50 split of 11111-time/parttime students

was recorded. On the other hand, part -time student F.T.E. figure has

climbed from 576 in Fall 1970 to 953 in Pa11,1974.

The total student registration for the current Spring Term (1974-1975

academic year) chich is the focuS of this study numbers 4040 enrollments

of which 1956 (48.45) arc full-time studentsnd 2084 (51.6%) are part-'

time students,
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A break-down of the part-time students into five-yedr age Categories

(Table 1) revealed that 7% of the part-time students are between agei of

15 and 19 years, with 10% of this age group being accelerated high school

studentS spending their senior year at Harrisburg Area Comnunity College.

33% of the part-time students are between the age of 20 and 24, which

,means that 40% of the part-time students are under age 25, while 60%

would be included in the tr'aditiofial adult student age categol:y of 25

'years:and older.
A

60% of the part -tip student are male and 40% female. The larger

percentage of males (60%) is'evident'only among those part-time Students

under age Lip. There is an even distribution (50%) of male and female

at age 40 and over, with a larger female enrollment t160%) represented .

among those age 45 and over.

1c50 of the part-tiMestudents are single, with '91% of ,these under.
%

thp age of 30. 22% ofthe part-time studenti.areex-G.I.'s. 10.3% of

the part -time students are black, with 1.1% of other racial origins.

In Contrast, 8.7% of the total student enrollment for the same semes\er

. areblack and 1.4% other. 11% are reverse transfer students, that is,

they have transferred to Harrisbaig Area Community 0,ollege from other

post- secondnry instifutidns. 24% of, the part-time students enroll 'for

specific courses of vocational and personal interest rather than curri-'.

cular programs. 9.4% of the part-time students receive financial aid in

4
the form of Harrisburg Area Community College scholarships, law enforce-

ment [wants, or private agency' funds.

23% of the part-time students had b n Harrisburg,Area'Community

College students before their studies were Intbrriipted0and since had

1

V*.
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been readmitted to the college. 16,5% of the part-time students do not
. 4

have a high -school diploma (excluding accelerated high school students).

4g.6% of the part-time students are taking four credits or less

(Table 2), which genera wool icate enrollment for one course. .

34.4% are Xaking.5 to 7 credit hours, or two courses, and 17% are en-
,

rolled for 8 or mare credit hours.
r

6.1% of the part-time students have earned no grade point average

(Table 3), which generally would indicate that they are first-senester

enrollments. *21% are on academic prObation with a G.P.A. 1).f.less than 2.0.

remaining 72.9% are in good academic standing, with 34.4% of all.part-

time students having earned aG.P.A. of 3.0 or better. The academit

achievement of part-time students 25 years of age and older, as contrasted

with those under 25, measured by cumulative GeF.A.,0:fhdicat.es--

' .25 years and older '-

under 25 years

.2.0 and above 3.0 and above

84:7% 41.9%
62.8% 24.2%

It must be reire,..bvred that these statistics do not include.no4110n-credit

part-time enrollments of the Community Resources Institute of Harrisburg

Area Comunity College. yyturestudies of part-time students should in-

clude this significant population of 1,0p7 students.

The Input Information Data (Appendix VII) was available for only 32%

of the part-time students,,and; therefore, is not a reliable source for

study. It is interesting to note that thi's data was supplied' by 407 day.

students, 240 evenpg students, and 119 part-timex's taking ninth day and

evenintg-courses, It is known by staff to havQ been. more difficult to
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secure Completed Input Information Forms from evening students, late

rdgistrant one-course enrollments, than from day students who (have

' dropped fro full-time'registration to less, than 12 hours of pak-time.

enrollment:\
,

A hand count of the 50% aiphabetized'samplef part-time registra-
,

v; .

tions revealed 57.8%.evening students and 28.2%,pay-time students. 13.3%

. were enrolled in vening and .Saturday, or Saturday only, or bdth evening
. ,

and week-daytime. If'one'were.to include with day-time students those

enrolled for evening and week-daytime; 37.5% ofthe.part-time students

could be clasSificd as part-time day students. Ofthese day studenth;,

45.590 are male students. This is an interesting finding in view 6T,

literature which generically i-efors to pgrt-time students as etening:\

students, with only women involVel'with c3ay-time studies. 'It

.

is clear fi-oM this study that there err one-half as many' day students --;

P

evening Students, and nearly one-half.;of the'day,students are

.

Of the part-time stu(gents for 1.1hOmfInpilt Virovflation

27.7% came to Area Commanity-C011egeto.fulfill requirements

1

.

for further education beyond H.A:C.C. 23.9% sought to ;upgrade the shills

used in their present voation. 16.1% hoped to be able to enter.a new

occupation. 52.5% were employed full-time; and 23.1% cmpJoyed'part,-time,

,

most of these being under 25 years of age. Interestingly, of those

responding, only 5.8% called themselves homemakers, and only*.onerespon-

dent claimed to be retired. 15% of the part-time student's who .submitted

Input Information regarded themselves as full -Limo students, referring

apparently to theattitude that one who take a courseor two may indeed

4

ti
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corraat hiriself/herself fully to study, regardless of whet er in fact it

is a f021-time er.part-tine registration. It has been sugg ted that

this may particularly be the case with housewives enrolled nth con

'inanity college for a fe4 courses. per term.
'41

. 1JC woula see-k employment in their present field of study, and only

1.6% would vaht Isiork outside their field of study. 38.6% planned to

tiransfen to a four-year pollegq, and ,15..7; had no plans.

Again,.it'must be emphasied that the data based on Input Infornatione

is extremely limited, but"it is included to indicate that such information

is available and potentially helpful,if secured from a large percentage of
,

the pax t-tiAta st)..tdent bOdy by adequate follow-up procedures.

The Nominal Group Process affords ."qualitative judgnental problem

exploration" by a sample of individuals "whose experience, expertise, or

perceptions' directly relate'to the problem area being explored." In this
i

study, the sample was two small groups, of part-time evening students,

discussing with the author proD1

j
ms they encounter at Harrisburg Area

Connunity College. It is notela thy that both groups, working indepen-

dently, gave high ranking and rating (Appendix VIII) to problems involving

schedulin (inflexible schedules, limited course offerings, tin() schedules,

testing schedules) as insensitive 4o part-tire student need. Total group

discussion revealed a strong feeling among the part-time stud:nts that

scheduling matter's were eared more to the needs of the college than to

the needs-of the part-tine student. Institutional rigidity, inconvenience,

4
scheduling, and insensitivity to work loads, work hours, and work denands 0

were keenly felt and expressed by the sty-lents:7 Lack of counseling'
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services"for part-time students at night was another area ofstrong con-
/

sensus (including registration process and, 6 implication, unmotivated -

students lacking counselor support). Class cancellationz and excessive

academic assIblients were keenly felt frustrations.

The strongest evaluations by both groups were given to institutional

or internal barriers within the college structure affectir the relation-

ship and satisfaction of students. Barriers external to Harrisburg Area

Comunity College, but personal-'to the student, were listed initially

but, after discussion; not highly ranked or rated (public transportation,

baby sitting,. social conflicts, gas prices, car pool, home problems),

The students eventually expressed concern that their feelings appeared
j

to be quite nega'-i%* and wish4d to registey positive concerns as well

Problem- solving sugge -;cro contributed to the discussion to put the

negative-sounding problems in perspective.

Finally; the students registered a very strong approval offthe Nominal

Group Process asia structured group dynamic, research input, and personal

contribution on their own behalf as part-timers. Each student agreed that

he /she felt pressed not only to list ideas, but to evaluate perE'bnal as

well as croup ideas and to make coimi1tment to the importance of the pro-

blems exploed.

In summ,lxy, 50% of the Harrisburg Area Community,College student body

in the Spin; of the.1974-1975 acadeMic year are part-time students, 40%

$
of whom are under age 25. Three of five students are, male, and half of

the part-timers are single. One -fifth are veterans, and only one-fourth

of the part-time students are enrolled in degree programs. 10% are black.

A

_go
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AboUt one -half of th:, part-time students ale enrolled for one course,.

.and only 20; ai'e on probation. 225 WA:VO of `the older 2tudents (25 years

and older) achieve saisfactory aca&mic standin (2.0 C.P.A.) and 175

tore of the older than younger students have a 3.0 G.P.A. or better.

Evening students outnunbor- day students by 2 to 1; alLot one-half of

part-time day students are male.

(1.

<,

.1
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PECallENDAT IONS

Itechanismz. for trijexploration of student attitudes are readily

available for further study of the part-time studeht. A thorough follow-up

to secure Input Information from each part-time student should give special

attention to Item 7, "Special fieeds and Goals," (Appendix VII) not extrated

from the computer file for this study. A study of the Surveys of Evenin

Students (Appendix I) and the Nominal Group Process will continue to build

upon the very small and unrepresentative sampling of part-tine student

attitudes and needs included in this study, based on an Input Infor,ration

/-
response available fromronly one-third of the part-time students.

It is clear-to.the author from this study that the profile of the

part-time studdlt in the community college needs to be enlarged from the

evening student to include day students, from adult students to include

youth Just out of high School, 'from middle-add houbcwives/honenakers to

include working wives and young career women.

As part-time enrollment overtakes the traditional full-time majority,

one dares to suggest that policies and procedures, structure and orgariza-

tion, staff and s -vices, materials and techniques till need to be reshaped

by the irregular, ndividualized, and imperative needs of the new part-time

student majority, no onger just an *Nit education program at night.

Harrisburg Area Comunity College onograph No. 5 (1970), a Middle

States case study report, conclude's that research studies in themselves

are not enough; they shoula lead to program Innovations which will improve

the ability of the college to rreet the changing needs of students (p.21)
v



(1

Snyder and Blocke'r, (1967) wrote in Research Report No. 1--

"These Pindinos moy sucgest to students and faculty
alike certain ideas that can improve the environment
at H.A.C.C., such as exploring new dimensions for co-
curricular activities that will appeal to older stu-
dents, and part-time students. The Student Government
Association may wish to use certain information about
desires and needs of specific subgroups in college'
governance and in student activities generally." (p.29)

The author of this practicum recommends that this preliminary research

be joined with responsible program development to accommodate and affect

contemporary part-time student needS.

41.
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ADDENDUM

Late in this study the author uncovered a discrepancy between the

computerIzU records for 2389 part-tine students for Spring Terml9t

c,
and the official audit of the Business Office listing 20Stepart-time

students. This inaccuracy was revPqled through the detailed computer

print-out requested fur thi's study. The Associate Dtan of Adminl,stration,

who is alto the Director

taken personal charge of

'this error. This author
1114

this study do not appear

the research invalid.'

of Data Processing and the, Computer Center, has

the investigation to determine tAt'reason for

has been advised that the statistics used for

at this point to be unreliable nor to render

. A preliminary analysis has produced a computer figure of'2048 con-

trasted with the Business Office 2084, but the discrepancy between 2389

'--and 2084-my not be clarifiedfor some time while the compute/4....m4zam

is studied and the audit is reviewed by hand. It is,possible that a

costl errorAn computation of part-tir w1e F.T.E. 'll have been uncovered

for th /le1160 through the inquiry initiated by this study and the

i °motion studied by this author. The most important recommendation

resulting fi m this practicurn may be to have advised the college that

there is a discrepancy between conputer records and the official college

audit.
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. Appendix 1

SURVEY OF EVINING, SATURDAY 6 OPF:CAMPUS STUDENTS
HARRISBURG ARFA COMMUNITY(. CCLLEGE .

01°

,

Harrisburg Ares tommuility College has coktinuieg '.coOrn atout the special nets , k
of an cur students, TILILeling diiy, evening, Saturday and Off-Campus students,

Please complete the brief survey below' j.o assist us providing the services that

will serve you better. Thank you:

Name: '-cso c..,0\( t ri Social Security No.
r,

Address: -Lf / O7 5

Telephone: Work
te

: XX ..9_trinc Term - April 9_1 1975

Place of EmplorPnt:

Instructions: Placre the appropriate number in space(s,),at 'the far right.

1. From the list below,. please 'circle your major area of ;'`i'nterest and place

the vorooriate number in the space at the right,
rsit,:e-esfot-13E

1 Accounting, Business, D.P., Food Service, Insurance, Para-Legal,

Real Estate, Secretarial

2' Art, Communications, Music, Theatre

If-,1E3 3 Health Services, Life Sciences, Nursing, Physical Education,

Recreation

10 8 4 Architecture, Civil Tech, Electronics, Math, Physical,

Sciences, Pre-Engineering

)12 5 Corrections, Fire Science, Police Setience

8g 6 Elen. Education, human Services, Social Sciences
8 7 Library Tech

ctiq 3 Liberal Studies, Personal Emichment
Other (please explain):

2. Number of credits earned to date at H.A.C.C. (not including

courses in which you are now enrolied):
16 No eFs (oNsz

C,SC-k>...1 0 - 15 . /4 4 46 - 60

118 r 16 - 30 57 -Tr 61 or over

/c,,E; _L3 31 45

3. It is most convenient for me to attend classes: (Place your first

choice on line a. If other choices apply, use lines b and c. )

17 No 4scoNst
15° 1 on campus wring . 339 5 Saturday morning

on campus af tornoon 165 3 Saturday af ternocns

C/P..1)--E on campus evening G7 i'I 7 a.m. weekdays

/2o 4 on campus day and/or evening 3.292: at cne of the off - campus
centers (see attached schedule)

4. It is best for me to schedule a three credit hour course at night,

under the following tip.e. arrangement:
1/ No $:)-Ls('oriSc

0:6.) 1 three hours one night per week

.. /.92
one Sand one half hours two nights per week

/9 3 hour three nights per week

3: no pi oference'

a, 3 44°'
b. -ITFT30;

(,)

5. Please indicate the daily paper you read most frequently.-

. Please indicate t!...e ;.;:ekly paper you read L'1"5.<:t frequently.

Daily
.395 1, The Patriot

the Evening news

2.5 F c tJ S r
Weekly

Sunday - Patriot

107 7-F:src)N5F

daily
'weekly

'/3 4 Paxton Herald
90 b.:: Middletown Press Journal

6 7. Ilbg, Independent Press

net*/ The Guide ,L 8- (Mier: _Pp') ' ).-10 s-Ifk jJ-
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SURVEY OF EVENING, SATURDAY & OFF-CAMPUS STUDENTS
HARRISBURG AREA con,:uiltry COLLEGE

(Continued)

6. Please indicate the radio station you listen to most frequently.
Please indicate the TV station you listen to most frequently.:

Reli/6(1-,

WtIP 32 6 ::CAL CFMTVI IIGAL-TV

Radio

"na-T- WAR 507 um_ .2 birrr 1.I.P-TV

Cr?...6N3 WO 36 8 WI00 .26S-173 WTPA-TV

/Pi4 WFEC 8 WO, 77 11 WITF-TV
7,37) WSBA Sy MI WPM 1-6 Other:
85 No C.Eseot,s-c /01 Nc:, csrot,

7. Would you continue to take college courses f your

pay for some or all of your college ses?
20 Ile, ecsroNsc

'q_ze> T Yes
EIT:1 2 No

3v3 3 Does not apply

(NSC)

(CCS)
(AFC)

(He-shey)

g:Ackto ;.11;
,:t*

employer did

TV
not

8. Present library hours are 8 a.m. -AO p.m. Monday thru Thursday;
8 a.m. - 4 ii.m. Friday and21-5 p.m. Sunday. Please indicate the f.

tima that you prefer touse the library on a leek-end:
G.3 NO aEsetiNst

1-5 p.m. Sunday EIG 3 Other:

zofi 12:2 p.m. Saturday .2 i 4 Will not use t le library

on a week-end

9. Which, if any, of the following special college services are NOT
meeting your needs as a student? (Place your first choice on

line a. If other items apply, use lines b,c, and d).

Administrative Services
8 Bookstore hours

90g campus security (do you
feel safe on campus At
night?)

nZ 10 business office hours
711-1T food services
9672 Admissions & Records (grades,

transcripts, registration, etc.)

53 13 Other:

10. Do you have difficulty arranging babysittirg services for your
children in order to schedule a desired course or additional courses?

(Use the appropriate number from the list below for your response)
sot/ 1,40 roi,;s G-

25.1 Yes, during the day . .25 4 Yes, most tines
31 2 Yes, in the evening Q,f(315 No

. 53 Yes, on Saturday

Counseling Services
1 academic/career counsel ing

t 7-2 personal counsel ing
6o-37 financial aid assistance
c74 job platement assistance353 veterans assistance

412 6 tutoring
G.c)-7 college transfer assistance

radio
IV

Reproduction of Survey Results
Distributed by the Office of the

'Vice-President of Edticational Services
Harrisburg Area Community College
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Appendix II

AGE BY SEX AND SUMMARY GROUP OF RESPONDENTS*

Male Female Total

18 18 2.5 18 5.6 .36 3.4

19 166 22.8 123 438.4 289 27.6

- 20 159 21.9 78 24.4 *237 22.6

21' 70: 9.6 22 6.9 92 8.8

22-24 115 15.8 20 6.2. 135 12.9

25-29 96 13.2 19 5.9 115 11.0

30 -34 152 7.2 13 4.1. 65 6.2

35.or over 48 6.6 ) 25 7.8 73 7.0

Unknown 3 .4 2 16 5 .5

Total 727 100.0' 320 100'0 1047 100.0
4

ge as of December 31, 1969.

Snyder, Fred A. and.Clyde Blocher, A Profile
of Studmts. Research Report No. 1, Harrisburg
Area*T6iiinunity College, 1969, p.35, We 7.

137

I.
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.Appendix III

PARTICIPATION IN CO- CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES BY

FULL-TIME OR RT-TIME STATUS

fif.

4
Type of Ac9rity

Student clubs or organize-

Lions

Fraternities or sororities

Intramural athletics"

yolunteer .ser'Vice groups

Student publications

Facuity-student committees,
boards,councils, etc.

Student government

Dramatics

Others (specified by
individvals).

Tote 1

Part-time
N % N %

185 24.4 15 5.6

160 21.1 I9' 7.1

148 19.6 14 5.2

80 10.6 11 4.1

60 7.9 6 2.2

55 7.3 9 3.4 .

28 3.7 3 1.1

. 17 2.2 5 1.9

?7 3,6 3 1.1

760 100.3 85 31.8

Snyder, Fred A. and Clyde.. E. 131ocice, A a.le of Students.

Research Report No. 1., Harrisburg Area_ Coranunity College,
1969,. P.1111, Table 17'.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE COLLEGE BY VARIOUS SUB-GROUPS

'Fu.1 1-Time or Part Time'
FT PT'

N % N. %

654 90.1 .230 94.6

72 9.9 13 53
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1

Social Security Number

Student Name

01 arital St.11,,,U$

OZ eterans Code

03 ponsoring ()Nat

04 High School Code

OS Advisor Code

Credits Accepted

07 Honor Points gccepteci

08 GPA Accepted

(:)CurrentCredits Carried LL1 LLI
10 Ourrent Credits Earried LLJ.,U_J
11 Current Honor Points I I LLJ
12 Current GPA J 1 LI_J
13 Cumulative Credits aried I I LLJ

Cumulative Credits Earned I I LLJ
15 Cumulative Honor Points

Cumulative GPA

17 Cum Credits Attempted

9
91, 35

.7 *-
Appendix IV .

HARRISBURG AREA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
STUDENT MASTER CHANGE FORM

IIIILLJ11111
111111111111111111111111
Li 36 Type of Employment I I I I ill..
I__1 37 Monthly Salary, $ IIII1_
LLJ 38 Transfer on Probation

t U
1111 39 Deceased Code

1 1 i 1,1 - 40 Termination Code' U
LLJ .LLJ OFinancial.Aid Code' U .[II j . 1_1_1 03irth Date I

m
I
m

10 ID I
Y

IY I
1 1 1 I .LLI 43 Veteran Certification Date 1s

1Y 1Y
1

) -11liirnt Location: LU
tudent Status , U

46 Ver. y SAT 1 1 1 1:,

47 Math SAT 1111

LLIJ LU
.LU

18 Credits by Exam LLJ.LLJ
19 Curriculum Applied For U_J
20 Curriculum Admitted To L1_J

C>Current Currirrllur.. LL1
22 Previous Curriculum 1* I I I

. 23 Previous Curriculum 2 LU
24 Matticulatiori Date ( 15_1:2
2S Curient Date I C IS II'

II'
I

26 ReApply Date '' 1.111.Y

28 iVithdrawal Date

(1.1J_1
CLLYI: ji

27 Re.Admit Date

ht T Y
29 Physical Exam Date Intl III
30 Physical Status

31 Graduation Date

32 Graduation Honors

33 Type of Deuce

ransferred or Employed

3S College or employer Code U I

Column CO=.1

.STUDEV NAME AND ADDRESS

ioi LLI_I_LLI I 1 1.1-1 1_1 I I 1 1 I 11 I I I

boy! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I_LLL.LUJ
1031111_111111111_1_111111-
io4 I 4 11_LI

Phone Nurni)er p Code

PARENT NAMCAND ADORE

106 IIII 1-1-1
107 LU_LI J 1 I I 1 I 1_1_1__LLLI 1 I

108 U__LLI. U I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

109 LLLI_J__LLJ 110 LL_
Phone Number Zip Code

111 Maiden Name or Selective Service Number L.1.1111111111111
112 Relationship of Guardian, U 4

I u

113 New Social Security Number I I I 1 LU
Column 10.5

NOT Er Social Security Number and ;Line Need Only Be Completed On Side or Change
corm Bong Used.

5PC 12/p NOTE:. All 0QIII:es are to be Made In Red Ink or Red ['melt to facilitate fiteerltIon I
4 9.
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Social Security Number

Student Name

.

-36-

S:IMENT MASTER CHANGE- FORM.
(Continued)

(11-ILL111111
111,11111i11111111_LL_LIIII

(px Coder U
$1 H.S. Success ... U
52 KS. Recommendation LI
53 HS. Rank In Class U
54 H.S. Curriculum LLJ
55 H.S. Graduation Date cen /*
56 Expected Graduation Date ls_LYILI`

57 Apied For Gfaduation LI
58 Transfer From College 1 . LI l' I I I

59 Tramfer From College 2 LLI- I I I

60 Truster From College 3 .1 I 1i 1.1
aLs Li Ltj

61 ACT Test Date

62 Enf.:sh ACT .

63 Math ACT

64 Social'Science ACT

65 Nau:ral Science ACT'

66 Composite ACT'

67 A Letter Sent

i...711131.11.3.

LL1
LLJ
LL.1.
1_,1
LU

.

68 J.Letter Sent

69 Drop Code 1

70 Drop Date 1

71 ReAarnit Code 1

72 ReAdmit Date 1

73 Drop Code 2

741 Drop Date 2

75 ReAdmit Code 2

76 ReAdmit Date 2

77 Drop Code 3

78 Drop bate 3

79 ReAdmit Code 3

80 ReAdmit Date 3

-' 81 Drop Code 4

82 Drop Date 4

'" 83 ReAdmit Code 4

84 Re-Admit Date 4

85 Drop Code 5

Die: Cur. Course

11111.11J Course Number
201 Semester Code Is IYIYI

202 Coast Number I. I 1 I 1 1 LI
203 Credit I tours

204 Grade LLJ

1.

EG DroR Date 5 r 1Y-rt I

87 Re-Admit Code 5
IS IY 1Y

88 Re-Admit Date 5

89 Drop Code 6 Ll
Y

90 Drop Date 6 I lY

91 ReAdmit Code 64 U

92 Re-Admit Date 6 IS 1Y 1Y 1

93 Date Applied

94 Date Admitted t_a_a_,

S95 First Date Enrolled I 1Y I 1 t

S Y'96 Last Date Enrolled I I I 1

97 RegistrAtien Code _SU I
98 Card Cut Code

99 C.'...tzin Key

COURSE DATA CHANGES"
. .

Column 0,6

S Y Y

I I Li Date Completed

205 Included in GPA LI
206 Add Complete Record

S Y Y
U_JJ 1_1_1.1 J_J 1!Jr 1

il 1l. _1
as Semester Cod,: Credit (lours Grade Inc Its GP

207Dclete Complete Record U 11_1 J__LJ
Course Number

Column $0-4
',Only One Course Per 'bee t

INPUT INF 0,RMA1 ION CHANGES

- 150 In;vat Information Date )egree Plans

151 Father's Ed,Level LLJ
152 Mother's Ed Levy] LJJ
153 Student's Ed t eve! UJ

s; Reason for Attending LL1
155 2nd Reason for Attending LIJ

156 3rd Reason for Attending

src turn

panish Speaking Origin U

158 Intended Completion Date Employment Status 1 U '
Flans After FIACC U 166 Employment Status 2'' U '

160 1st Special Need /Goal LLJ 167 Employment Status 3 U

161 2nd Special Need/Goal LLJ .
liodrs Erilployed U_1

162 3rd Special Need/Goal LL1 . D.0.1, Number L I 1.1] I

()Ethnic Background Ll Day or Evening Studen5 Li

Column $021

O

t I
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APpendix VI

NOMINAL GROUP PROCESS

From your point of view, lict the problems pacct-tiLse students have
in coming to (Think In terms of academic, operational., personal,social, vocational; 'etc., probleln;. Use the phrase, 'Ny problem is
or ''Part-tilte rim-lents have a problem with

Problems of beincg a nart-tinn_
I:A:wk.-At n.A.C.C.

4t

Other prob.lerrs of *:einr: a
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NOMINAL GROUP PROCESS (Contirkieci)
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'APpendix

HARRISBURG AREA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
INPUT INFORMATION FORM '

(To be filed once by every student)

The College is collecting information on the objectives of student*order that we may (1) assist students in attaining
their objectives and (2) evaluate ourselves on our ability to Assist you. ."

Much of the information is required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania foi the Vocational Education Management
Information System wl!ch will be used to understand and improve educational programs.

Please fill in the following information. Print or type alrinformation.

Name 1111LI_JI1.111Last lint 14.1. 1 Social Security Numbs( 9

Today's date: (For e.ample, January 31,1974, would be written

10 1.1 1 1 1 1 1 17 1 4 1

Instructions: Place appropriate number to answer each question in thespace to the right.

1. In what time period do you intend to take most of your courses during
your entire attendance at 11.A.C.C.? I Day; 2 Evening; 3 Both

Today: LIJ LEI 4 1

2. In the spaces provida at the right, place the number associated with
the highest level of formal education completed to date by your father,
your mother, and you.

01 Less than high school . 0 1st year post -nigh school
02 1st yeir high school (Fresh.) 07 2nd year posthig:1 school
03 2nd year high school (Soph.) QS 3rd year posthigh school
04 3rd year high school (Jr.) 09 4th year posthigh school
Q. 4th year high school (Sr.) 10 more than 4 yews post-high school

`3, Educational Goals. Please Select a maximum of three of the following
reasons for attendirtg 11.A.CC List appropriate numbers in order of

3 i iNportonce in the spaces at the right

.

01 To complete a certificate (non degree) program.
.67 To complete enough college credsts to meet the requirements of some agency,

such as the State, or a professiotal group.
uo upgrade my skills or advance in mystesent occupation. .

E To train fdr an occupation in wh;ch l'se never worked before.
K.Because of interest in particular classes, or for personal satisfaction.
06 To bring skills and knowledge to the point of acceptance by a far tlear -college

at the cothcst possitle date for transfer prior to radvation.
91 To complete freshman and sophomore tequirerpentspnor to enrolling in a

fouryear college program.
Q. fulfill requirements force- admissionto a fourcar college.a Other (please specify)

Do'you plan to graduate from 11.A.C.C. with an associate del:ree, or are
you now attending classes w;thout netessailly planning to obtain a
degree.?

1 Yes, I intend to 'obtain an associate degree.
2 No, I do not necessarily plan to obtain -an associate degree.

SPC.: 7.2.74

(Continue on reverse side)

44

..'

a

1014110111 Day 12 Year 13

U
14

Father I 1 I
15 16

Mother .1 1 1

17 tt

First

Second

Third

LLJ
19 20

21 22

LLJ
23 24

LILJ
25 26 -

S.

5.
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t ill
. INPUT INFDRIATION PORM

. (Continued)

I
.,

S. Fill In, the time period and the year in which you intend to finish your present
educational objectives at H.A.C.C. Use the fulio..mg code for .the time period.

J,- Fall term 4. Summer, 2nd session i

2 Spring term 5 Summer, developmental session

3 Summer, 1st session.

(Examples: (a) Finish in spring term in a few years

(b) Attend only one semester specify
the term ar.d the year you attend)

6 /7c at are your plans after finishing at ILA C.C.?

'"
Employment in my field of study 4 Go to a four-year college

2 Employment out of my field of study- 5 No firm plans

3 Enter miliwy service 9 Other (please specify)

Special Needs ansi Goals

4
, 7. Which of the following special needs and k oat s do you hope to hate satisfied while
,4 attending li.A.C.C.? Select the most important (maximumof three), and list

appropriate nurgbeis in order of importance in the spaces at thc right.

01 Financial aid for my educ!tion.

02 A more active and satisfying social life.

03 Saving money by attending a local college.

0- 4 Living at home while continuing educations..

1/1 LW
Time Year

Pcnod

05 Acquiring throws thc.Collcge tontacts for employment in local firms or
Institutions. -

O6 Further education while ma intaining full Or part-time employment.

' 07 To please parents or other relatives.

OS Secure help for personal problems.

09 Find assistance for deciding'on a career or vocation.

10 Secure help for educational problerys so that I can take a regular college
program.

99 Other (please specify)
..,

IA

LI LLJ
2teirrc7 29 Year 30

. .

U31

First LL1
32 33

Second LLJ
34 35

Thir LLJ
36 37

Employment While Attending ILA.C.C.

E. From thc list btlot write the one number that best represents your 'employment
status while you attend H.A.C.C. (km: a). If additional categones complete a
description of your status, place the corresponchng numbers in spaces (b) and (c).

l' EniNoyed full time 6 Student part time

2 Employed part time. 7 Reined
3 In rgiliury service 9 Other (Please specify)

,se

4 Homeinaker
40

-.S Student full time

9. In the spaces at the right, write the °wrap; number of hours per ..,.-ek that you
Intend to k employed stiiile attending ILA.C.C. (If you do not plan to be employed, .
place a zero in the space.) . ° 41 42

10. If you are presently employed full a part-time, write in your job ,title on the i
following line: L_1_1.14 I
Describe the activities of your job on the following line: 43 It or Calks,: U$c 43

$

2. LI
3S

b. LI
39

c. u

a

..,

i

I

I:

;;

10%

N
V

)
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Appendix VIII

g0MINAL GROUP PROCESS

Task Statement: "From your point of view, list the problem part -'time
students have in coming to Harrisburg Area Community College."

Responses:

Group A
a. lack of counseling

2. inconvenient registration process
3. limited bookstore hours'
4, lack of schedule flexibility /

5. daytime limitation to student services
6. excessive class assignments for

working students
7. lack of public transportation
8. needed baby-sitting services
9. unaotivated students

pdor instruction
too irany working hours
social life interferences
unwilling class participation

10. unndtified cancellation of classes

Rank Order Rating
-75-1-3- (100-1)

1.25 35.0
2.25 47.5
1.25 0.0
3.25 60.0.
0.75 15.0
1.25 20.0,

Group -13

1. lengthy written assignments
2. high cost of gas; no car Dol
3:limitcd-eVening course choices.
4. inconvenient tie schedule
5. heavy testing schedule
6. over-educated instructors
7., limitation''of preparatory courses
8. more co, munications courses.
9. unavailable instructors .

10. unavailable full-time counselors
11. alterations to semester schedule

12. no communication on cancelled classes
13. parking problers
14. no book exchange system
15. conflicts with home responsibilities

Highest Ratings:

Group A

unmotivated students' ,

inflexible schedule
registration, .process
lack of counseling
class c cellations

0.25 2.5
4.00 91.3

0.75 25.0

2.00
0.75
3.25
1.50,

1.75
1.00
1.00

1.00
11.25
0.25

0.50

38.8
2.5

74.8
31.2
30.0

25.0
17.5

36.5
15.0
10.0

'20.0

Group 13

91.3 limited course offerings 74.8
60.0 'exc9ssive assimments 38.8
47.5 lack of counseling 36.5
35.0 time schedule 31.2
25.0' testing schedule. 30.0

A 6
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TABLE 2 - CREDIT HOURS CARRIED

'' 15-19 yrs.

N . 0-1 2-4 ,

',.

5-7 8-10 11

11

J

163 4 36 47 65

4.

20-24 yrs. 799 74 317 241_ 144

,

"23

25-29 yrs. 606 48 244 .1237 66 11

30-34 yrs. 315 20 145 t 117 30 3

35 -39 yrs. 217 12 91 88 26 0

:40-44 yrs. 105 5 4'3 42 14 1

45-49 yrs. 71 8 42 17 4 t
1

50-54 yrs. 51 2 34 14, 1 . 0

55-59 yrs. 27 1, 15 9 2 0

60+ yrs., ' 35 5 15 . 10 4 1

Totals .. 12389 179 982 822 356 50
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TABLE 4 - PARTrT144 STUDENTS,

Input Inforuation Responses

(A) 'Educational Goals: n = 2389 7.\\ responses = 769

(1), Certificate (non-degree) program' 49 6.4%
(2) ACquire credentials. 103 13.4%
(3) Upgrade skills, ' 184 23.9%

.. (4) Enter new occupatio 124 16.1%
(5) Personal interbst 74 9.6%
(6) nmnsfer td other school 213 27.7%
(7) Other :II 22 , 2.8%

.

(B) Present Employment: n =-2389 responses = 737

(1) Employ,ed full-time 387 52.5%'
(2) Employed part-time .. 170 23.1%
(3) Military 1 0.1%
(4) Homemaker 43 5.8%
(5) Full-time student 109 14.8%
(6) Part-time student 17 2.3%
(7) ReAred 1 0.1%
(8) oth& g 2 0.2%a-e

(C) Plans after finishing H.A.C.C.: nv 2389 responses =751

(1), Employment in field of study , 305 40.6%
(2) aployment out of field' . 12 1.6%
(3) Military 0 '0

(4) Four-ye college 290 38.6%
(5) No plans 118 15.7%
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